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Ctapea Grown in a Designated Area of Southeastern Ca)ifomi~ ~d ln1ported
Table Grapes; Proposed Chang~ in Regulatory Pcriod
COMMENTS IN OPPOSmON TO PROPOSED CHANGE

Deaf Docket Clerk:

EXPORTADQRA VALLE DE COLINA S.A. opposes ilia above rcfe'renCcd
change in the effective date of Tab~ OrItpo Metketing OTd~ 925 and the companion
Table Grape Import Regulation 4 that will furthcr restrict table grap~8 supplicd from
Chil~. EXPORTADORA VALLE DE COLfNA SA. is in the business of aponing
Chi!r;ftn agricu1tural conW'lodiues. and sWps approximatoly 517.703 of ftesh 1~ble grapes
to th~ U.S. during thc mouths of January U1rough April.

BXPORTADOM VAu.;E DE COL.INA S.A.. COMUtS with, and inCQrpontes herein by
reference. the detailed comments and suppo~ ~ submitted by ASOEX. the Chilean
Exporters A$Sociation. SpecificaUy, EXPORTADORA VALL2 DE COLiNA S.A. wges the
agcncy to t~joct tbc proposed changc is!. the regulatory period becauae.

The PropoBCd Rulc imPOBCS IWllkQting ordcr standards on Chilean
supplies wh(!Xl no domcst1c varit'tlClS IU'C availilblc, and ~fure
con~titLltO$ a non-tariff barrl~ contrary to the tOTm.5 of WTO AgrI::c;mc;IntBand thc U.S.-Chile Free Trade Agreement. .

Thc Proposed R\11c I\8S~c;S insp~OD f~ starting April 1 when no
domestic supplies are being 00 cbargoct, and tl).oreby violates Articl~ rn
and Article vru or OAT! 1994,
The change in the beginning effective date of Marketing Order 925 and
TobIe Grape Import R~guletioD 4 from April 20 to Apri1 1 witt have a
direot negative impact 011 our busmess. EXPORT ADORA VALLE DE
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COLINA S.A. sbips 81.355 of ~ table grapes to thl: U.s. ftom April 1
~ Apri120. Ifth~ PIoposed Rule ,hould be adopted, the estimated value
ofW tabl= p~ to b~ ~oluded from elhipment is USS1.779.132,50.-
The Proposed RuIe does not contain any evidcnc;e of circun\vention by
Chi~ table grapes sufficient to \VlUTant the: proposed cbJl.nge.
The ch$ngc in d4lte ftom April 20 to April 1 will creato an anificial
shortag~ of table grup~ sinc~ th= is no other- commercia.!1y significant
Mn reliable supply from any source other than Chilc.
The Chi1~ grapes sUpplicd ftom April 1 to the earli~ commercially
significant ,uppli~ of grapes from Colichell1i Valley in California. rnec:t
marketing spoc,iflcaUQM ftoI11 rcW! I;baiDs that are moro stringexu in SOJIl~
respects Ulan the markcting or~ requirements.
The propascd changc ~ot bc validly based Otl a 20 year-old survey of
cold stOTagc pract106S.
Tho propos~ c11Mgc C@ not b~ juatiti~ und~ th~ critma cstablished by
the AMAA for a change iu tbc beginJ1iJ1g effective dAte of Marketing
Ord~r 925 or the CQmpanion Tal.1le Grape Import Regulation 4 in view of
the record pric~s received by Coachella Valley gr:owers in the last two
SOMOns. I
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